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ABSTRACT 



This thesis argues that the removal of the Cold War's 
stabilizing effect on Asian-Pacific security has revealed an 
escalating level of anxiety and growing mutual mistrust among 
the nations of this region, indicating future instability and 
possible conflict. The scaling back of military commitments 
in the region by the United States, combined with historical 
Asian animosities are currently fueling a regional maritime 
arms race among China, India, Japan, and the nations of ASEAN. 
These nations are preparing to utilize improved naval forces 
to play an influential if not leading role in the emerging 
regional power structure. Naval development programs of these 
nations are examined in detail. 

This thesis posits that the United States maintains vital 
economic and security interests in this region and therefore 
must be actively involved in the formation of a new regional 
security structure. The thesis concludes with an examination 
of future options for U.S. military presence in Asia. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



This thesis contends that the United States has vital 
economic and security interests within the Asia-Pacific region 
that exist entirely outside of the realm of the Cold War 
context. Therefore, the end of the Cold War does not signal 
an end to U.S. commitment to this region. On the one hand, 
American regional interests take the form of vigorous two-way 
trade, growing investment opportunities, as well as a largely 
untapped consumer market. On the other hand, the United 
States must also be alert to the impact on the regional and 
global balance of power of renewed naval rivalries and naval 
development in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The so-called "peace dividend" being pursued by some U.S. 
policy makers takes the form of deep defense cuts with the 
intention of reapplying those funds toward the resolution of 
pressing, but strictly defined domestic crises. While this 
proposal is attractive at first blush, it is decidedly short- 
sighted and it would be dangerous to forge ahead with large 
scale drawdowns and a sweeping retrenchment of U.S. forces 
from overseas. This is especially the case in Asia. 

This thesis argues that the countries of Asia are 
experiencing serious anxiety over the future security 
structure within this largely maritime region. Of greatest 
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concern is the possibility of a removal or large scale 
drawdown of U.S. forces from the region. Adding to those 
misgivings is the observable and widespread animosity between 
key countries in the region as a result of economic, cultural, 
and historical enmity. 

In this context this thesis will examine the current naval 
modernization programs of: China, India, Japan, and the 
nations of ASEAN. These programs are being undertaken so that 
these individual nations will possess the military strength to 
play a significant role in a newly emerging security 
arrangement. The thesis indicates that without a strong U.S. 
presence, China, Japan, and even India have designs on the 
leadership role within such an arrangement . 

Asian naval modernization programs have been seen by some 
observers as simply the normal maturation of military forces 
within a region where militaries have traditionally lagged 
behind those of the west. This thesis asserts, however, that 
these nations are not only engaged in a quantitative buildup 
and modernization, but, that they are also shifting the 
strategic focus of the utility of those forces toward newly 
emerging threats, and with the intention of altering the 
regional and global balance of power. In this case, threats 
are seen to be emerging in and around the vital sea-lanes of 
communication that ring this entire region. The threat, while 
not explicitly defined, is clearly the threat of uncertainty 
over who will control the future security situation. 
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Thus the naval focus of the arms buildups in these nations 
can be seen as preparation for undefined, but anticipated 
maritime conflict. The maintenance of vital American economic 
and political interests in the region demands that the United 
States remain engaged militarily in order to protect those 
interests from the inevitable harm of protracted conflict . A 
continuation of U.S. military presence in the region does not 
necessitate the maintenance of Cold War level forces, and the 
options and recommendations for a revised presence 
examined in the final chapter. 



are 



